A WRINKLE IN TIME:
MOVIE VERSION

Study Guide compares the novel A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine
L’Engle to the movie version 4 Wrinkle in Time (2003) starring Katie
Stuart, Gregory Smith, David Dorfman, Chris Potter, Kate Nelligan, and

Alfre Woodard. Directed by John Kent Harrison. (Made for TV movie
broadcast on ABC in 2004)

VERSION

Copyright c2019. MovieVersion.com LLC. All rights reserved.

ISBN 978-1-937714-32-1

This publication may be reproduced for classroom use only. No part of this publication may be
posted on a website or the internet. This publication is protected by copyright law and all use
must conform to Sections 107 and 108 of the United States Copyright Act of 1976. No other use
of this publication is permitted without prior written permission of MovieVersion.com LLC.




A WRINKLE IN TIME: MOVIE VERSION

THE MOVIE VERSION OF A WRINKLE IN TIME
IS NOT LIKE THE BOOK by Madeleine L’Engle

RECOMMENDED MOVIE: 4 Wrinkle in Time (2003) starring Katie Stuart,
Gregory Smith, David Dorfman, Chris Potter, Kate Nelligan, and Alfre Woodard.
Directed by John Kent Harrison. This made for TV movie aired on ABC in 2004.
Although many scenes are not true to the book, this film is more accurate than the
2018 movie version.

HOW ACCURATE IS THE MOVIE VERSION OF THE BOOK?
Plot: Characters: Setting:

Structure: Symbols: Theme:

THE MOVIE: SUMMARY
The following is a scene-by-scene comparison of the movie to the corresponding
chapters in the book.

THE MOVIE: CHAPTER 1

Opening Scene: Meg Murry is stargazing in her backyard. (ERROR: Not in the book) Meg
imagines a time when her father was with her looking at the stars. (ERROR: Not in the book)
Meg remembers that she once confessed to her father that she feels stupid. (4CCURATE) Her
father tells her she is smart in her own way. (ACCURATE) Her father tells her that whenever she
needs him he will be there for her. (ERROR: Not in the book)

Meg’s mom calls her inside. (ERROR: Not in the book) Meg’s father left the family a year ago
and has not been heard from. (4ACCURATE) Both of Meg’s parents are scientists. (4CCURATE)

In the kitchen Meg’s twin brothers Sandy and Dennys trade insults with Meg. (ERROR: Not in
the book) Meg’s youngest brother Charles Wallace emerges from under a quilt and talks to Meg.
(ERROR: Not in the book) Charles Wallace doesn’t talk to anyone except his family.
(ACCURATE) Meg’s mom says Charles Wallace is “new.” (ERROR: Not in the book)

The scene changes to Meg’s middle school. (ERROR: In the book this scene appears in Chapter
2) Meg is in science class. (ERROR: In the book Meg is in her social studies class) Meg is
distracted by a crow pecking on the window. (ERROR: Not in the book) The male science
teacher calls on Meg to repeat what he has just said about the parts of the brain. (ERROR: In the
book the social studies teacher Miss Porter asks her to name the main imports and exports of
Nicaragua) Meg mocks the teacher’s voice and gestures, and corrects him regarding the
cerebrum. (ERROR: In the book Meg replies “Who cares about the imports and exports of
Nicaragua?”’) The teacher sends Meg to the principal’s office. (ACCURATE)
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QUIZ

This quiz compares the movie A Wrinkle in Time (2003) starring Katie Stuart, Gregory Smith,
David Dorfman and Alfre Woodard to the novel A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle.

1. In the movie the opening scene shows Meg Murry stargazing in her backyard. In the book
the opening scene shows Meg Murry in her bedroom in the attic on a
a. stormy night b. cold night c. hot night d. starry night

2. In the movie and the book Mr. and Mrs. Murry are
a. professors b. engineers c. scientists  d. lawyers

3. In the movie Meg’s male science teacher asks her to repeat what he just said about the
brain. In the book Meg’s social studies teacher Miss Porter asks her to name the
a. rivers in Germany
b. imports and exports of Nicaragua
c. mountain ranges of North America
d. provinces of Canada
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